Livingstone College Presidential Scholars Earn Prestigious Scholarships at Yale Undergraduate Research Conference
Livingstone College is proud to announce that two of its Presidential Scholars, Muhammed Ibrahim and Jephtar Ofori, have received scholarships to attend Yale University, earning recognition as recipients of the highly competitive Yale ASCEND Award. Both students have shown outstanding academic promise and are now taking the next step in their academic journey with exciting opportunities to present their research at the upcoming Yale Undergraduate Research Conference (YURC), set to take place April 5-6, 2025.
Jephtar Ofori, a freshman from Ghana, is conducting research on cutting-edge recycling methods designed to tackle plastic waste. His study focuses on using chemical and mechanical processes to improve material recovery and sustainability, with the goal of reducing environmental pollution and promoting a circular economy. Through his research, Mr. Ofori is exploring advanced recycling techniques that could be transformative for global sustainability efforts.
Speaking about this prestigious opportunity, Mr. Ofori shared, “Receiving this opportunity is a significant milestone in my academic journey, providing a platform to share my research with esteemed scholars while gaining invaluable insights from peers and experts. This experience will not only enhance my research skills but also strengthen my commitment to driving sustainable solutions through scientific innovation.”
Mr. Ofori’s innovative research is set to make a meaningful impact at the YURC, where he will present his work, compete for over $10,000 in prizes, and network with leading innovators and professionals.
Muhammed Ibrahim, a freshman from Nigeria, is pursuing a major in Biology with a pre-med track. His research, entitled, Advancing Environmental Health with PFAS Detection, focuses on optimizing the QuEChERS extraction technique for detecting perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in urban soil. By using liquid chromatography-tandem mass spectrometry (LCMS), Mr. Ibrahim’s study aims to improve PFAS quantification, an important step in enhancing environmental monitoring efforts to address this emerging environmental concern.
Reflecting on the significance of his selection to present at Yale, Mr. Ibrahim said, “I am honored to have been selected to present at the Yale Undergraduate Research Conference, where I will have the opportunity to share my work with a broader scientific community and learn from fellow researchers. This experience will further my passion for environmental health and analytical chemistry, reinforcing my commitment to impactful scientific inquiry.”
Both Mr. Ofori and Mr. Ibrahim exemplify the high standards of excellence fostered as Livingstone College’s Presidential Scholars, and their achievements underscore the importance of empowering students to pursue groundbreaking research and innovation. As they embark on their journeys to the Yale Undergraduate Research Conference, we wish them both success in their presentations and the opportunities they will encounter. Their hard work and dedication not only elevate their academic careers but also contribute to the betterment of society through scientific discovery and innovation.
We extend our heartfelt congratulations to Muhammed Ibrahim and Jephtar Ofori and wish them the best of luck as they represent Livingstone College at this prestigious event.

